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interviewing Caregiver #6. 
I got it in, it's working. 
This is April the 21st, and 
[inaudible-talking too low] 
I'm 
No, 
Do you want me to turn a light on there? 
No, don't need a light. We don't have bunch of questions 
true or false that about killed me, I know it about killed you. 
That about killed me asking all those questions .. . 
Kathy said she enjoyed it. 
she enjoyed that. 
That was my daughter (yeah) said 
You know, everyone I've talked to so far has said that 
it ... they kind of, it hasn't been as much of a problem as 
they thought it was and stuff; it was kind of fun. 
Well, what I'm going to ask you today is going to be 
every ... I want you to think of every body and everything 
that helps you to take care of your husband; that's what 
I'm going to focus on and I'll be asking you questions and 
um, like every little thing that you can think of cause 
that's what I'm interested in is what you all do. How 
you get someone to help you with your husband. 
Well, mostly him I mean, my oldest son he lps, he comes 
and helps . 
DP: Cause you have, what, eleven ... eleven kids and they all live 
.. most of them al 7 live around her~e ... 
CG: I have ten a livin' 
DP: Oh, they li ve ... 
RR: You have eleVen livin' 
CG: Huh ? 
RR: You have eleven kids livin'. 
CG: Oh, yeah (and one lives in Ohio, rig ht, or ... yeah, uh, (the 
rest of them live here [phone ringing], don't they?) 
??? 




And they help you, okay. Let me ask you this question and 
you just think about it because I'm getting different 
answers so ... how do you manage caring for your husband? 
Well , I just 
bathin' and .. 
. .. he helps hisself some you know, walkin' and 
DP: He can pretty much wash himself and everything? 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: He can shave himself and 
CG: No, my son ... my oldest son comes and shaves him every day 
and he cuts hi s hair. 
DP: Okay. 
CG: Comes every day and shaves him. 
DP: Okay. So [pause] ... what (I'm) okay, go on. 
CG: I give him something to eat you know, and get little things 
that he needs. 
DP: S o you fi x his me als for him (yeah and pack 'em in here to 
him) uh, so if we looked at all the things that the 
pe .. that people do for you you got uh, you got one of your 
sons that comes and shaves him and cuts his hair ( mmmh). 






Um, Lar ... I mean, R. there takes care of him. He does 
his dressin' his bands. (and that's everyday right?) Yeah, 
twice a day (twice a day, okay) and uh, (and then you've got 
a nurse that changes his catheter) yeah, every two weeks 
(every two weeks, okay) every two weeks (and) she was here 
yesterday (okay and what other things? If you need help 
around the house you have your children) yeah and yeah, I 
can get .... my daughter come and mopped for me this morning. 
Okay, so you've got yo ur daughter that helps you to clean 
house and everything and if something breaks down you've got 
your sons or 
some one (oh, yeah) okay. Um, do the neighbors okay, then 
the church comes here (yeah) every Sunday or (no, they come 
every two weeks, 
okay. 
every Friday night) okay (and have church) 
Besides a lot of times they, you know, visit; preachers and 
things. 
Okay, um, can you think of anything else that people do? 
What about your neighbors; do any of your neighbors come and 
do anything? 
CG: Yeah, they would, you know (if you call them) a ll I'd .. . all 
I'd hav e to do is call 'em. 
DP: Have you ever had to call them for anything? Can you think 
of like an example? You happened to call 'em for something? 





Okay, what about going to the grocery? 
I have to get somebody to go to the grocery store for 
me (someone goes for you?) yeah. (okay ) 
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DP: Okay, what about ... what about emotionally? What about 
mentally? Who helps ... is there someone that you can talk 
to? Or is there something that you read? Or ... who helps 
you, or do you need anything ... any help as far as that's 
concerned? Any kind of support or anything like that? 
CG: No, I don't guess. 
DP: If you have a problem or anythi ng, do you talk to your 
husband or (yeah) children (yeah) ... pretty much talk to your 
children and your husband and stuff? 
CG: See I have ... I'm diabetic and I have to take shots ever ' day 
and (you give yourself a shot?) yeah . (And you go to see 
the doctor pretty regular?) Mmm-hmm. About ever' two weeks. 
DP: Yeah, because when I called you earli·er, the first of this 
week, you weren't feeling too good. If you do get sick and 
don't feel good, like the c hil .. . who would come and help? 
CG: Well, my older kids would (okay). 
DP: Okay. So ... okay, how did you find out about ... I was trying 
to find out now how you got this help? How did you find out 
about the nurse? 
years? 
W .... W's been sick, how many 
CG: It' 17 soon be four years. 
DP: Okay, how did you find out about (when he was in the 
hospital) who ... who to ld you about the nurse ... (Dr. M . ) 
okay (Dr. M. came out ever two weeks). And then for 
other things , you pretty much haven't needed any other kind of 




DP: Cause like this one lad y I talked to she's ... her . .. they only 
CG: 
DP: 
have one child and she works at a .. . she hires a 
different people that come and help her do things. 
lot of 
But uh, 
you've got all your children. Uh, do you pay 'em? Do you 
pay your kids and grandkids and things .... 
No, we unless we just wanta give 'em something. (okay) 
Let me ask you this. What ... when W. was in the hospital 
and you knew he was gonna have a catheter and needed to have 
taken care of, what did you just no ... how did you decide to 
bring him home? Why didn't you decid e to put him in a 
nursing home? Or ... have someone else take care of him or 
CG: I just wanted to do it. 
DP: Did it even enter your mind that he'd go someplace else? 
Or ... you just ... 
CG: No, I just want him home. (okay) R., go in there and 
get his gown out of the dryer. 
RR: Is that the one he's gonna wear? 
CG: Yeah. 
DP: Okay. Why don't you do this? Te ll me just start 
out ... describe a ... a pretty average day of what you do? 
What time ... well, what time do you get up in the morning? 
CG: get up at 5:00 and get off off to work, you know; he 
works on a timber job (oh, okay) and then I lay back d o wn 
rnost of the time, and then I get up and fi x W. ' s 
breakfast. 
DP: Well, about what time do you fi x Willie's breakfast? 
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I fix his breakfast about nine and it keeps me a going, you 
know, washing dishes and then fixin' him something to eat, 
and lunch, and we fix some supper and wash the dishes again. 
Makin' beds and washin' clothes. I wash every day (okay) 
cause he uses those wash rags on that place. (okay, when it 
1 ea ks) and uh, yeah, I wash ... I have to wash every day. 
One of my granddaughters came here one Sunday and she said, 
mamaw, I hear your dryer a going, and I said, yeah, you hear it 
I washed a load of clothes. 
So you like, pick up in the house and keep things clean and 
washing and (yeah) and mopping and all the stuff like that, 
okay. 
It keeps you pretty well on your feet. (okay) 
So you pretty much do that all during the day. 
about after supper ... what do you usually do? 
(yeah) What 
CG: Well, I just mostly sit in here with him. 
DP: Okay, you all read or watch t.v. or ... 





and he likes to write and things like that, doesn't 
Yes, he's, you know, gets all the coupons and on Wedn esday 
is double coupon day at C., (un-huh) and he makes 
me .... well ,he don't make me ... he gets me to go with my 
daughter-in-law and she does the driving. She takes me 




it out to the kids (the coupons?) un-huh, on 
Wednesday's double coupon day. 
Okay, so then when you go out, you have someone ... one of your 
children that come and stay with him? (yeah, yeah) So, 
pretty much then you can't leave (don't 
himself) okay, ... 
leave him by 
Okay, let's see. Okay, thinking about all the things your 
kids do for you, and all the help you get and the nurse and 
everybody, what would you say's about the most important 
thing that the person does? 
W.? 
In helping you take care of 
CG: When they come and change him and clean his 
DP: Okay when they change his catheter and everything. Uh, 
because with ... because I guess, if they didn't ... couldn't 
come and do that, then we couldn't keep him here, could we? 
CG: No. We took him to C. one day and they wouldn't 
even change it. 
DP: Was it leaking or anything and they wouldn't change it? 
CG: They wouldn't change it. 
too. 
We had to ... we took him to L., 
RR: Took him to L. General Hospital and th ey wouldn't change it. 
CG: And they wouldn't change him. 
RR: We had to take him to H. 
DP: To the hosp ital there in H. and they changed him? 
CG: Un-huh. 
DP: Cause it was leaking real bad and everything? 
CG: Yeah. 






C. they said they didn't have the right catheter 
and stuff. I don't know what it was. (ohhh) And at L., 
we went to L. and got a catheter and they still wouldn't 
change it. 
They wouldn 't. So we had to get ... call a nurse, 
and get him 
yeah. 
... oh, you took him to H. that day, 
I know another thing I was gonna ask you. Medicare pays for 
the nurse, right? (yeah) Does Medicare pay for all his 
dressings and supplies and things like that? 
Well, yeah, most of it. (rnost of it) 







See when something happens, when he quits using his bed, we have 
to turn it by hand. (okay, okay) Turn the bed in to C.? 
DP: Does he ride in the car pretty well or does he go in an 
ambulance? 
CG: No, we rides as far as K. (okay) He goes to K. to 
see Dr. M. and he has to go the 5th of May I believe it 
is. 
DP: How often does he go see him? 
CG: Ever two months. 
DP: Mmm, okay. It's a big tr·ip, then, isn't it? 
CG: Yeah, but he ... he gets up and he's ready to go first thing 
of the morning. And sometimes they get back about 10 or 
10:30 (ohh, well that's not too bad, then). No, it's not 
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too bad. 
RR: They take him right in. 
CG: First. 
RR: They take their wheelchair patients on in. 
DP: That's good. Uh, is it any thing .... any area you can 
think of that you need help that you're not getting help? 
CG: No. 
DP: You pretty much feel you get all the help you need? With 
your children and everybody helpin' out? 
CG: Yeah, and any of our neighbors, we call ... all we need to do 
is call 'em and they come. 
DP: Tell me about your life. How ... you say he's been sick for 
four years. How has him being sick changed your life? 
CG: Well it you know, it just makes it harder· on me cause I 
can't get out and leave him or go places (okay, okay) and my 
legs, you see my legs the other day, didn't you? I have to 
keep these socks on me. It pools the blood and I can't 
hardly walk (because of the circulation and everything?) 
mmm-hmm. 
DP: What do they get red and blue? (yeah) Okay. 
CG: Sometimes the veins bustes loose and bleed. 
DP: Okay. 
CG: And one night, it was ju s t me and him here and you ought to 
have seen him hunt in' for tape and trying to help me 
[laughs] when that blood was comin' out. 
yeah) . 
(oh, my goodness, 
DP: Did it heal u·p okay? 
CG: Yeah, but the doctor told me I had to watch it. It 
9 
DP: 
might bust loose again. 
But usually it's caused when those ... those sores from your 
feet (yeah, when you're diabetic). And my 
feet burns and hurts of the night till I can't hardly sleep. 
It just hurts right in the bottom. 
DP: Yeah. 
CG: I got a neighbor woman down the road and she said her feet 
does that . 
DP: She a diabetic, too? Or is it the circulation? 
CG: The circulation. 
DP: Okay, so, you're right. You're tied down here and can't 
get out, plus, I guess, the extra work of fixin' his meals 
and taking care of him 
CG: Yeah, I'm on my feet almost all day long and he just .... 
DP: Do you ever have time to just take a nap in the evening or 
afternoon or anything? 
CG: No. 
DP: When you have your kids, like last time I was 
they were coming in and out. 
here, 
CG: That nur se that was here yesterday, when just me and W. were here, 
when she come, (mmm-hmm) and she ... I don't know, I forget 
her name, but she's real nice and uh, she said she eat a bar 
of candy or something and it almost made her sick, and I 
said well, I've got cold pop, and me and her went over to 
the table and she says, it's the first time I really got you 
two here b; yourself. Directly somebody knocked on the 
door, and she said, there they come. [laughs] 
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DP: Yeah, I know, it is quiet, cause usually everybody's here. 
CG: She said, there they come. Do you want a glass of cold pop 
or something. No, I tell you what though, maybe, I'd like a 
glass of water (okay) That' 17 ... I can use ... 
CG: And R. 'snot got married yet. I don't know what I'd do 
if he's to get married and leave me [laughs ]. 
DP: Well, I bet he is a big help, cause he lives here, right? 
CG: Rig ht. He stays with us all the time. You know, he goes 
out of the night some, you know, to see his girlfriend and 
things like that, but he's always here. 
DP: So if you need anything. We 11 , I was gonna ask you ... how 
far does that road go? Pretty far? 
CG: Mmm, not too far. 
DP: So, does a lot of people live up there? Or ... 
CG: No, they's my daughter, my son lives up there one of my son's in a 
trailer right here, and then there's a house on above, way 
up there. I've not even been back of it. 
DP: Okay. 
CG: And then there's one empty. But right above 
trailer. 
DP: But pretty much then that's your family that lives up that 
wav. I wondered how far up it went . What's the na .. .. does 
this road have a name or a n yth ing? 
CG: Uh, they usually call it the W. R. holler now. 
DP: Yeah, I was gonna say [laughs] I knew it would have a family name. 
CG: They usually _call it W. R. D. lives up there at the fork of 
the holler down yonder. But he' s a working in Ohio and 
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he's a fixin', just as soon as school's out, he's a buyin' a 
place out there. He use to work in the mines. 
DP: They go where the work is, don't they? 
CG: Yeah, R. worked ... how long's it been since you worked? 
RR: ??? 
DP: That's hard work. 
RR: I've worked on pipe lines and stuff like that. 
DP: Oh, yeah, oh, yeah . 
RR: ... especially when you ain't got no education. 
co ll ege education (yeah). 
CG: Just about all of them's got a high school diploma 
RR: ??? 
DP: Well, they say it isn't but you know, I was surprised when 
you said they pretty much wanted a college education. 
Everywhere you go around here and stuff? 
RR: Yeah they do ... or like say the mines, anyway, I mean it's 
just ... there's no demand for it like they used to be. 
CG: Let's see, L. and M. was the only two that's ever ... 
RR: If you don't know somebody or 
DP: but what about working in the timbe r and stuff like Okay, 
that, is that ... that's pretty big business down here isn't 
it? 
CG: Yeah but ... 
RR: Yeah. You don't need no education for that. Just need a 
strong back. [laughs] 
CG : See W . , he ' s· w or k e d i n t i m be r an d t hen he got a j ob i n 
the coal mines and he worked there till he could retire. 
1 2 
DP: 
And then he quit, and he had two or three kids home; 
everybody sai d you can't make a livin' and quit the mine s , 
you know, he got his time in so he could draw and then he 
started in the timber and then he started carpentry work. 
he's a real 
carpentry work. 
.. everybody was 
He's real good. 
hollerin' at him to do 
Well, how long did he have to work in the mines to start 
drawing? 
CG : He worked 2 0 some years. 
RR: You can retire with full benefits in 20 years, after you get 
DP: 
CG: 
a certain age. And he' s got 23 year. He ' s got 23 year. 
He's got uh, c heck stubs to show that he's got 23 year, but 
he's actually got more than that. They didn't save the 
check stub and somewhere I think they mes sed his record up 
and .... but the 23 years is all he needs, you know, to draw. 
Okay, then you say he started doing carpentry? (yeah) 
Yeah, he fixed uh, all the houses around here. One .. . he 
built this garage and he built me a barn and when we come 
up here they was you know, when we moved up here, there was 
And 
no garage or old garage just tore up and the barn, and he built 
the barn, put the shingles on it a nd then h e built the garage 
a nd he ha d it just about completed and then he was go nn a 
sta rt on a hou se, you know, put a new roof on it 
e veryth ing . And uh, he took a stro ke and wasn't able ... 
RR: He built a hou se up D. B . (yeah) 






Kathy that was here? 
leave it. 
(un-huh) He done it. Now she had to 
CG: She's in a trailer down the road. 




and he was just ... he was just 
mean to her, you know. 
Uh, how long have you lived here in this house? 
Let's see, 
20 years. 
we moved here ... low long, 20 year, we lived here 
RR: [inaudible] 
DP: Are you all from here in L. County? 
CG: Oh, yeah, we lived out on M. 's Knob. That's 
where we ... all our children was raised. (Where's that?) 
Uh, down here you know, where you come up the holler (okay) 
you just go straight on up that road. 
DP: Okay. 
CG: Come to the foot of the hill and go out on the hill. 
[laughs] When he moved off they got, they done away with 
those one room s sc h oo l s you know (mmm-hmm) and well, A. 
walked, my oldest daughter, o n e year to catch the bu s and 
then D. star t ed the n ext yea r and s he was always littl e 
and puny and we moved off so s he wouldn't have to walk off 
the hill to sc hool. [laughs ] 
DP: Well .. . 
CG: Like me and t'hat nurse was talkin' yesterday, I said, I u se 




was four ... me and Willie was married, we didn't have no 
electricity out on the hill and had to get wood, get out and 
had a coal wood stove, heat irons and iron and I said, 
mommy'd make us wash and iron ever' dishrag and everything. 
And any more I just put mine in the dryer and 
Oh, goodness. How many brothers and sisters did you ... 
I had ju s t two brothers but I had uh, five sisters. And we 
all had to work, too. (I can't imagine living without 
electricity) 
DP: Now a lot of people I've seen don't have water and they go 
RR: 
out, well , not a lot, but some go out and have a well or 
something and go get the water that way. 
THey have electric now, 
have electricity. 
but in the old house they didn't 






I keep a lamp in there with coal oil in it, in case our 
electric goes off [laughs]. 
Mmm-hmm. What about a refrigerator ... what would 
do ... just like have holes in the ground for that or ... 
you 
Wel 7, we'd pack our milk, had milk cows too; we had to go 
milk and pack our milk down under the back hill, put it under a 
there was water; that's the way we had our coal milk. 
[laughs] 
RR: ??? dropped her's in a well up here, didn't 
she? Tied her milk to a rope (mmm-hmm) and dropped it down 
1 5 
in the well you know, and it stayed cool in that well . .. 
CG: When they first started put .... put the electric out on the 
hill, and I'd say uh, a washin' machine wouldn't 
DP: 
a refrigerator, when they was a workin', you know, and 
on both ends at once [laughs] and got me a washin' machine 
and a new regrigerator 
Well, I visited this one woman about 5 years ago, yeah, 
maybe four, three or four years ago. She lived out on Route 
34 on the other s id e of Hamlin, out near Putn a m County I 
guess, up in .... up on top of this hill and you couldn't 
drive your car up there. The socia l worker that would visit 
her would go to the grocery for her and stuff, had a big 
truck, four-wheel 
it was right on 
truck, and s he'd get up there in that, but 
the side of the hill and I thought that 
surely they'd fall over and they told me not to walk it, 
because there was so many s nakes and stuff up there. 
But this woman lived in this little log house, blind, she 
had no electricity, of course s he didn't need it except for 
the refrigerator, but s he had a dirt floor and she had this 
littl e h o le in her kitchen and she kept ... s he bought canned 
milk and mi xed that with water, and s he had a well, but she 
kept ... I can't think of what s he kept, maybe some cheese or 
just a few littl e things to keep it coo l. And she had uh, 
outhouse and there was s ome hippies that li ved up on 
that hill, too, and they . .. s h e fell a couple of times and 
broke her hip, trying to get to that outhouse because she's 
blind, so t~ey built her a big railing from her back of her 
house to her outhouse so she could use to get there and I 
1 6 
RR: 
just didn't see how she did it, but she would not leave that 
place. She said the doctor told me I was either gonna burn 
the house down and die or have a stroke. I 'l l be up here 
all by myself and she said, that's fine with me. And I am 
just ... you know, I just can't believe it. I said, I don't 
think I'm ever gonna make it up this hill again so this is 
probably the last time you're gonna see me, 
was ... oh, it was awful [laughs]. 
because it 
CG: Yeah, we had uh, wasn't no vehicles, you know, hardly around 
when I was growin' up. See \AJ. built a little old house 
right over from my mommy and dad after we got married, and 
we had to ride horse back to go to get our groceries, after 
our grocer·ies. One time went way around the ridge and I was 
on my dad's old mule and we got out there and it wouldn't 
stop for me to get off [laughs]. (oh no!) It just pulled 
and back to the house it went with me. Mommy come out to 
help me unload my groceries; I said don't have no 
groceries. [laughs] I said the mule wouldn't let me off. 
DP: Peop 7 e don't know ... 
CG: ... don't know how other~s use to live (yeah, yeah). 
DP: Yeah, they ... yeah they don't. I don't think they ... they 
ever will. It's hard to ... I just think it's fascinating 
all the things people use to do and how they do they cause 
now you didn't have electricity and people just wouldn't 
know what to do and they can't remember that a long time 
ago, or a few years ago people didn't have electricity and didn't 
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have things like that and did just fine. So I don't know. 
And what did you do to take a bath, just boil up some water? 
(yeah) [laughs] That's the only thing ... 
RR: 
CG: We had them big tea kettles and build a fire in the stove 
and get the wood too, to heat the water . 
DP: Well, 
CG: I'll tell you my life's story . 
[tape off/on] 
DP: This is May the 5th, 1989, and I'm Diana Parnicza and I'm 
continuing on my Caregiver interviews with Caregiver #6. 
But .... I don't know, I'm not in to ... 
RR: [inaudible] 
DP: That's fine. That's fine right there . What happened 
before, it didn't pick up too well, but, well, the way I was 
wanting to do today was just to make sure ... go over 
everything and see if I understand things and ask you a 
little bit more questions and that's about it. (alright) 
CG: Anything I can do to help ye. 
DP: Okay . Let's see. Okay, with people that come and help you, 
pretty much Mr. R. can take care of a lot of things 
himself (yeah) he can like, wash himself. (yeah) .A.nd s o, 
but there's a nurse that comes to help with his catheter and 
everything (every two weeks) okay, and then uh, you've got 
your children that can come and help shave him and (yeah) 
cut his hair and things like that. (yeah) 
CG: He's got a son that comes every morning and shaves him 
(okay, okay) before he goes to work. And he keeps his 
1 8 
hair cut. 
DP: And uh, let's see, what else .... the church . .. you say the 
church comes here every other week, every two weeks? 








And they just have serv ... how ma ny ... tell me about 
What do they do and how many people and stuff like 
they's uh, not too many comes; just the ones 
with the uh, preacher you know, a nd they's a lways a 
housefull, you know, and they come and sing and have prayer 
and the preacher 
okay. And and like you've got Medicare and 
stuff to help you with the bed and the wheelchair for him 




R. Now with you, you can pretty much do things, 
keeping up the house and (yeah) and washin' and stuff 
that. Now you have your sons and daughters that can 
help you. 
CG: I've got two but they don't come very often [laughs]. 
DP: But ... if you .. . if you needed 'em or something they would 
come and help you (yeah). And then you've got one daughter 
that helps ... that goes to the groce r y with you? (yea h) 
Takes you to the grocery and stuff like that. 
CG: My daughter-in-law . 
DP: Okay. I was trying to think if t her e ' s anything e l se that 
is any different than before Mr. R. got sick as to now 
(I guess not)'. I guess ... and you say pretty much eve rything 




help you with and stuff like that. 
Yeah, we've got good neighbors. They'll help me you know, 
if I need 'em to call 'em. Just about any of 'em'll come. 
Yeah, have you ever had to use them? (no) any? That's good. 
Well, I remember you telling me like over the holida ys you have 
all the children and neighbors come here (yeah) and do 
that. 
CG: Now, I'm tellin' you, that's a hou se full [laughs]. 
DP: Wheew! How many kids sometimes? 
CG: Uh, I got uh, not all the kids hav e been here together; J. 
and his family wasn't but W. 's brother and 
his wife don't have any children, and they bring a big load 
of gifts, they loaded with gifts, and they let 
outsiders come in, kids you know that's not got much or 
things, will come in and draw 'em a package and go out. 
DP: That's ... 
RR: There's probably 30 kids here. 
CG: Some that didn't have anything never you know ... my daughter 
knowed of 'em and she brung ' em (okay) they was so happy 
with what they got, 
[laughs ] 
you know, so , we real ly got a santa claus. 
RR: That's the kind of kid s s he wants 'em to bring (yeah). 
somebody that don't have nothing. (yeah) 
DP: oh, that's something e l se . 
CG: He's moving this weekend but it looks like it's going to be 
hard. He's moving just out of ... he said from Camden Park 
he'd get there in just a little while. 
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RR: He says it's right across the river over in K. from 
Camden Park. 
DP: Oh, right there maybe C.? (RR: yeah) Yeah. That's 
C. Where does ... where does he live now? 
CG: He lives in M. K. 
DP: That ... okay. 








Oh, so he' s gonna be moving in a lot closer. His job's 
bringing him here or does he work ... 
Well, they're both retired . And they bought that home so 
they'd be closer; s o they didn't want in W. V. 
They wanted to still stay . .. (in K.) K. though. 
(mmmh) See, they'd have to change their titles and 
everything. 
Uh, okay, I was trying to think of ... and so when Mr. R. 
was in the hospital, the doctor's told you about the nurse 
that could come and change the catheter. Did you ever see 
a social worker in the hospital? 
I don't think so. 
Okay. It's basically just the doctors and nurses; no social 
work e r came and talked to you. Um, is there a social work e r 
here , out in the county that comes by and 
No, they've ... they's a woman calls me from out at H. 's 
Clinic (okay) and s he as ks us how we'r e doing and eve rything 
but s he' s never been here. (okay) But she checks .... 
Okay. Cause that's where they take .... do they still draw 
blood on W.? Do they still get blood from him? (yeah) 
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So they take all that to the clinic (un-huh). Uh, let's see. 
And ... okay, have you ever had to have someone come in and 
help you and have you ever had to pay 'em for anything? 
CG: No, not unless you know, I might volunteer and give 'em money, 
but they never really ask for it. 
DP: Okay, okay. This other woman I talked to, she had ... she 
had a big family, so she has to hire people to come out and 
do things. She has a girl that stays the weekends with her. 
So she can get out. Uh .... oh, I know, I remember asking you 
last week well, let me start this way. What is some ... what 
are some things you like to do? Is there .... do you have any 
hobbies or is there anything that you like to do? 
CG: Well, I like to quilt (okay) things like that. 
DP: Okay, and sew ... do you have time to do that? 
CG: Wel 1, not right lately I've not been, cause I've not been 
DP: 
CG: 
feeling good, you see, I'm a diabetic. My sugar jumps up 
and down. 
And you take shots every morning, don't you? (yeah) 
Well, is it .... how often do you have to go see the doctor? 
Wel 1, I've not been there for awhile. The last time I went, 
he wanted me to go have some x-rays made of my back, 
never did go . 
but I 
DP: You just didn't want to or ... 





!. .. that would be hard, wouldn't it; if you got 
had to go to the hospital or had to go to the 




.of who would take care of W. and things like 
CG: Yes, but I've ... I'm almost sure some of the kids would come 
in .. 
DP: Yeah, you've always got kids that could help you out. Uhh .... I 
was trying to think if there's ... so you like to sew and quilt 
CG: 
DP: 
and things like that. What ... what changes have you had to go 
through since Mr. R. 's been sick and s tuff. Have you had 
to well, you've had to stay home more, or did you u s ually 
stay hom e more? I mea n, did you u s ually stay home? 
Well, 
often. 
I stay home more but I usually went to church more 
(okay, so you have to .. . do you ever get out to go to 
church sometimes?) Yeah, sometimes. 
Get someone to come in and watch Mr. R. Uh, I 
was trying to think if there was anything else. You like to 
watch television (yeah) and do things like that. I was 
just .... did this .... did doing what you have to do now with 
you know, sick and having a catheter did that 
... how did you decide to bring him here and get the hospital 
bed and have the nurse come here. 
decide to do all tha t? Or wa s it .. 
Did it ... how did you 
CG: Yeah, well, uh, M. was . . . is his doctor and he told me to 
get a bed (mmmh). 
DP: Did you eve r think that you couln't ... did you ever think, 
Oh, I don't know if I can do this right, or I'm afraid I 
might hurt hi_m or anything like that? 







He helps hisself a whole l ot (yeah, that .. . that ... he 's 
gotten better, hasn't he , a whole lot more) yeah, he can 
write good with his left hand. (yeah he can) 
And works on his coupon s and stuff like that. Uh, 
I go to the store ever Wednesday, when coupon day is 
[laughs ]. (double coupon?) Uh - huh. 
Saves a l ot of money though. Uh, I was trying to t hink if 
there's just ... if there's anything e l se that .... when you 
have .... if you .... when you have problem , whatever problem, 
you don't feel good or if there's a mon ey probl e m or any 
kind of problem you can think of, how do you usu a lly work it 
out? 
I just call one of the kids . (okay, so you ha ve someone 
there you can ca ll and they can either take you to the 
doctor or help you with the ... whatever the problem is, or 
anything like that. ) 
Uh, I can't think if there's .... I can't think of anything 
else. What about .. .you say you go to ... church comes her e . 
And you use to be fairly active in church, uh, does 
that ... do you think that's given you the strength, in 
believing in God and things like that? Has that helped you 
or ... take care of everything that's going on with you and 
stuff ? (Yes, I do) Does the church help 
yo u . . . could you feel like you cou ld ca ll on people in t h e 
church to come and help you? (yeah, yeah I think so) 
CG: Just about any of 'em. 
DP: Well, I can't think of a nything else. I liked your stories 





grocery store [laughing]. And coming home and your mother's 
gettin' ready to unpack your groceries and your not having 
anything. I sat and listened to that tape and I laughed so hard 
that was so funny. 
Well, 
Well, 
we use to have to work hard, you know, in the fields. 
I did before me and W. was married. My baby 
sister .... my dad would hire somebody to go plow, you know, 
with a mule, and I'd have to go over to the corn ... and I 'd 
have to make her go with me to the field, but she wouldn't 
... she wouldn't work, she'd lay down and r est till I got 
through. [laughs] (And you did it a71 by yourself?) Right. 
the ones that was plowing, you know, he'd 
help me some. But she .... but she was good to take care of 
my mother when she got down. 
She ... when your mother got sick and everything, she'd take 
care of her? (yeah, mmm - hmm, after I married and left home, 
she was good) She'd stay home. Is ... you had how many ... how 
many ... two brothers (yeah, they're both dead) and what about 
your sister ... you have what, four s i s ters? 
I just got one ... two sister~s a li v in' now. I had uh, 
there's three of ' e m dead; three of my s i ste r s . Four 
. . . four of 'em dead . died and I' ve got a 
little brother dead. (okay) I had two to grow up, you 
know, two .. . 
DP: But had two to die when they were small? 
CG: Yeah. 
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DP: Uh, how old were you when you got married? 
CG: Nineteen. 
DP: Oh, I thought maybe you'd be 15 or 16 or something like 
that. 
CG: I was 19. 
DP: And so then you left ... did you all live close by, your 
parent's house and stuff? 
CG: Yeah. We buil t a little ole' house right over top of my 
daddie's. We had ... four ... how many kids did we have when we 
moved off that hill? 
MR: We had all the kids. 
CG: Yeah, yeah, we had all the kids out on the hill. And after 
K. got big enough to have to walk off to catch the bu s, 
see they done away with the sc hool out on the hill, and 
Kathy walked across the hill . I mean, D .... D. 
walked off the hill. A. walked off one year, to go to 
high school. And then D. next year, we moved off and 
rent e d and then we bought this place. 







You wasn't very old, was you? 
About seven year old. And I was 14 when 
you moved here. I ain't going to tell how old I a m now. [laughter' 
I was gonna ask who was ... how old the oldest and how young 
is the youngest chi ld . 
25? (CG: 26) Twenty-s i x; she's the baby. What's K., 
She's 26. (CG: L . is 5 1 . ) 
Oh, my goodness. 
Somebody's gettin' old, ain't they? (yeah) Even the one's 
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that younger than me are older than me now. 
CG: There's two married, younger than him. Two boys. 
RR: Now, K. 's divorced (yeah). 
CG: Yeah, well I mean, two boys is younger. K. was the baby. 
DP: How many uhm, grandkids do you have all together? 
CG: About 28. 
DP: I thought ... I thought 10 years ago there was 21, 
something like that so it's was grown. 
CG: Yeah, and uh, I got 4 great-grandchildren (oh, 
goodness). 
DP: Now, do they live close by a lot of 'em? 
CG: Yes. All of 'em does, but J. and D., two boys. 
DP: Most of your grandchildren live around here? 
CG: Yeah. 
14th. 
And uh, J. 's oldest girl's gettin' married the 
He was in the service and me and W. kept his wife 
and baby and W. 'd say, you're gonna get attached to her 
22, 
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and I'd hear her gruntin' on the bed, and get her cleaned up you 
know, and put her in the baby bed and feed her, her mother 
would lay in there asleep. 
RR: Where's the fourth great-grandchild at? 
CG: 4th? 
RR: You got S & S babies and L. 's got one. 
CG: Oh, that ... maybe I .... S. two twins. 
RR: That's two. 
CG: And uh, L. 's four. 
RR: Oh, yeah, I ~orgot about S. 
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Where's the other? 
CG: That's four. 
DP: But they all live like in L. County or around here? 
CG: 
DP: 
Yeah. There's four of 'em .... fixin' to move to 0. when 
school's out. My baby boy's a workin' in a 0., they own a 
place up this other holler and they're gonna move to out in 
C., 0. 
Yeah, that won't be too far. Well, I can't think of 
anything else I need to ... I just ... from what I can gather, 
you've got such a big family that ... are there any times 
when you just wanta scream and say, l eave me alone? 
CG: [laughs ] Yea h. 
DP: 
CG: 
When there's like running a round so ma ny .... I guess it's 
hard though because everybody the re's too help, it's hard to 
get aggravated. And it helps when Mr. R. ca n care for 
himself. 
Mmm - hmm. 
He walk pretty good with that walker? 
He gets up of a morning before I do and he takes 
his ... he knows what he takes and takes his pills. 
DP: Well, I can't think of anything else. 
CG: Now where do you live in Huntington? 
DP: I live out in the East ... I live in the East e nd ... I live in 
town. I live close to St.Mary's hospita l; you ever been to 
St. Mary's? (o h, yes) Okay. Is that where h e was in the 
hospital? 
CG: Un-·hu h. 
DP: Okay. I live like block o r two close to St. Mary 's and 
I ... cause I work there part-time and I just walk to work . 
But I was born out in ... I was born in St. Mary's and my 
parent's live around there. And I just .... uh, I lived with 
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them for a long time. And then I uh, uh, just came back 
from school, came back from living in Texas for awhile in 
August. And there's house down the street from them that 
came up for sa le and it was really ... no down payment, and 
and stuff like that, and it was really, you know, an old 
house, so I just don't have to make whole lot of 
house .. big house payments, so I just went on and bough t 
that this fall and just mov ed into it about Christmas time, 
but uh, I use to live in Pikeville, Kentucky. Long time ago 
(mmm-hmm) 
CG No. 
You ever been around there or anything? 
DP: That' s uh ... of course th ·i s was 10 years ago, but that was a 
very interesting place to live. But I liked it. Uh, I like livin 
out in t he country. My grandparents live out Wayne. 
They've got a big farm there. My grandfather's gotten too 
old and there's just the two of them, so he had to sell all 
his cows and and stuff like that. He doesn't ... . he use to 
bale hay and feed his cattle and se ll them for meat but he's 
too old to take care of ' em. 
CG: You might know Big Jr. R. did ya? 
DP: No , he li ve out there in W.? 
CG: He l i ves in W . 
Now his son, little Junior' s got 
RR: Pioneer is what they call it. 
resturant in Wayne. 
CG: We go down there. They won't let us pay for our food. 
(yeah) (Is that your son or grandson?) No, it's Willie's 
uncle's boy. (okay) He's been up here several times you 
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know, the boy has. (yeah) The daddy's dead now. And they 
all know us and when we go in, we can order up what we want 
to and they won't let us pay for it. 
DP: Mmmh. I have to see ... there at Wayne? 
CG: Yeah, there at Wayne. 
RR: You know that big hill in Wayne (yeah). 
DP: 
one way up and one way down? (yeah) Like say you come down 
(un-huh) make a right and it's sits over there on the center 
of .... 
And I think it is the Pioneer. Yeah, I think I know now. 
CG: He called not long ago and said he was coming up here. 
DP: He likes to come up and visit and stuff? 
CG: un-huh. (uh ... ) He used to come with his daddy .... 
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